Newsletter
Christmas 2020

Well, here we are a week before Christmas and there is a distinct air of festivity about
the centre. The success of last week’s Christmas Craft Fair was a great way to begin
our final week of 2020 at Leominster Meeting Centre. There’s really not much to be
said about (or for) the last year, so I will just say that I wish you and your families a
very happy Christmas and we’ll look forward to a more joyful 2021. Enjoy your
newsletter and stay safe.

The Christmas Craft Fair
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of the Christmas Fair. Whether
you made crafts, cooked, donated, helped out on the day or came along with friends and
family, we are truly grateful for your efforts. The final total raised at the fair is £845.65
which is amazing. There are still lots of items for sale at the centre until the 18th December. The draw raised £229 which gives a fantastic grand total of £1,074.65.

There are still lots of beautiful
crafts available at the centre until
Friday 18th December.

A FEW MORE THANK YOUs ……………
Leominster Meeting Centre is lucky to have many individuals and organisations who so
generously support us in many ways. We are particularly grateful for the recent financial
donations we have received as our fund raising activities have been badly affected by
the pandemic. We have been fortunate to have received a donation of £300 from Asda
in lieu of their store token donation scheme which had to be abandoned this year. We
have also received a donation from our lovely volunteer, Gill, in lieu of Christmas cards.
We would particularly like to highlight that Jess Brereton, daughter of one of our Trustees, made £100 with her Bake Sale - what a fantastic achievement by a young person.
However, this is not the first time Jess has supported the centre as she has helped out at
her mum’s summer BBQ for LMC holding raffles and other bake sales. What a wonderful
friend she is to our members and carers. Thank you Jess, we really appreciate what you
do.

Let’s hear it for Jess and all
our supporters!

Christmas and New Year Closure Dates
The last day before Christmas will be FRIDAY 18th DECEMBER
The centre will re-open on MONDAY 4th JANUARY 2021
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Look out for an end of year edition of the newsletter at the end of
the month.

Do you remember a TV programme called ‘Wish You Were Here’?
Presented by Judith Chalmers, in the less travelled days of the 1970s and 80s it gave us a
glimpse of far flung places. Well in this year of COVID, nobody was going anywhere, so I
thought it would be nice to remember the places that we have travelled to or perhaps look
forward to seeing again. So, I present to you…. Wish We Were There! Can you guess where
these popular locations, far and near, are located?

What do they sing at a
snowman’s birthday
party?
Freeze a jolly good fellow!
What do snowmen have for breakfast?
Snowflakes!

What do you get when you cross a
snowman with a vampire?
Frostbite.

What do Santa’s little helpers
learn at school? The elf-abet!
How many letters are in the Christmas
alphabet? Only 25, there’s no L!
What would you call an elf who just has won
the lottery? Welfy!
Who do Santa’s helpers call when they’re ill?
The National Elf Service!

Which carol is heard in the dessert?
‘O Camel Ye Faithful’

When is a boat just like snow?
When it’s adrift!

Who is a Christmas tree’s favourite
singer? Spruce Springsteen!
Now, that’s a sign of
a good lunch.

Bumper Christmas Brain Teasers
General Knowledge
1.

What is the 19th hole on a golf course?

2.

Allegro is a musical direction to play how?

3.

How many men did the Grand Old Duke of York
have?

4.

Who wrote “All I need to make a comedy is a park, a
policeman and a pretty girl”?

5.

What is Uri Geller famous for?

6.

Who or what is the ‘old lady of Threadneedle
Street’?

7.

What does three squared equal?

8.

Which Olympic event begins with the words
‘en garde’?

9.

What do the initials K F C stand for?

10.

According to the Bible, who did God give the Ten
Commandments to?

11.

Who first broadcast ‘A Letter From America’ in
1946?

12.

Which one has a tail, chimpanzee, baboon or
gorilla?

13.

What in WW2 was a stuka?

14.

What colour is a Spanish post box?

15.

Who was known as the ‘Lady of The Lamp’?

What Am I?

Do you recognise these
vintage household items?

1.

I have no feet, no hands, no
wings but rise into the air.

2.

If you have me, you want to
share me. If you share me, you
haven’t got me?

3.

I am full of holes but I can still
hold water?

4.

I can be cracked, played, told
and made?

MAKE AHEAD CHRISTMAS LUNCH PREPARTION
Christmas day can be very busy with presents to be unwrapped, telephone calls to be made
and received and perhaps this year online calls with family and friends, so let’s try to make
the day go a little more easily with a bit of make ahead meal prep. I find that it’s the side
dishes which take the most effort as there is the prep, the cooking on a busy hot or oven
and then keeping it all warm, so I regularly make ahead and freeze all of the following side
dishes and just defrost the night before to reheat in the microwave or oven on the day.
However, in recent years I have found Jamie Oliver’s get ahead gravy recipe to be a bit of a
game changer on the gravy front, more about that on the following page.
Make ahead suggestions for your Christmas lunch
All these dishes will keep at least 2 weeks in the freezer


Braised red cabbage with apple and cloves - freeze



Swede - simple boil, mash and freeze



Mashed potatoes - again, boil, mash and freeze



Carrots and parsnips - roast for half of the normal roasting time, freeze vegetables
individually, defrost the night before and finish off in the pan with the turkey on the
day.



Gravy - recipe to follow



Rum/brandy butter - this can be made up to 2 weeks in advance and stored in the
fridge in a tightly covered container.



Stuffing - wrap in silver foil before freezing.
Please don’t forget to thaw the food completely before re-heating and warm thoroughly
before serving.

Sorry folks, these jokes are just a bit fowl!
What do you get if you cross a turkey and a centipede? Drumsticks for everyone!
Why can’t you take your turkey to church? Because of it’s fowl language!
What do policemen eat instead of turkey on Christmas day? Truncheon meat!
Man: Waiter, this turkey is disgusting! Waiter: Well sir, you did ask for a foul
roast!

Jamie Oliver’s Get Ahead Gravy
As I said previously, I like to do as much Christmas lunch preparation in advance and I
came acros this recipe few years ago. Whilst it may seem a little expensive to roast
chicken wings with veg but believe me the gravy is delicious and all you have to do on
the day is to add it to your roasting pan after the turkey has been taken out to rest.
I’ll just give the link to the recipe here but if you want it in full or hard copy, email me
and I’ll send it to you.
https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/chicken-recipes/get-ahead-gravy/
Cook’s tip - there are lots of turkey legs and thigh joints in the supermarket just now
and these work just as well and give leftovers for another meal.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Ingredients:

Here’s Jamie’s Incredible-Mulled-Cider recipe.
Another cracking recipe, so give it a go and

2 litres of good quality cider

good health to all!

6 cloves
1/4 (a quarter) nutmeg, grated into the pan
1 vanilla pod, halved
Juice of 1 orange
Juice of 2 clemintines
1 pomegranate, juice and seeds
4-5 tbs caster sugar

Method:
1.

2.

Pour the cider into a large pan on a low heat and let it warm through for a few
minutes. Add all the spices and juices and turn the heat up. Once boiling, turn
down to a simmer and leave to tick away for 5–8 minutes.
As everything infuses you’ll get delicious layers of flavour. Taste it and add sugar as
you like. You don’t want it sweet; you just want the sugar to join the spices in a
harmonious taste. When you’re happy with the flavours, ladle into glasses or mugs
and serve warm.

Dawn’s Big Quiz - A charity fundraising quiz page in support of
Leominster Meeting Centre (registered charity no 1173514)

Thanks to everyone who entered this quiz and congratulations to the
winner, Anne Randles .
Clue
A quiet sort of evening
Latin call to the congregation
An Australian dancing girl
Owner of a farm building
This old American has been
dead a long time

Answer
Silent Night
Adeste Fideles (O Come All Ye Faitfull)
Waltzing Matilda
Old MacDonald
John Brown’s Body

6
7
8
9
10

A refuse collector
A Welsh dad’s country
Protect royalty
Forget your worries
No place for a Yorkshire lad with
no clothing

My Old Man’s A Dustman
Land of My Fathers
God Save The Queen
Pack Up Your Troubles
On Ilkla Moor Bhat’at

11
12
13
14
15

Before today
A nice French boy
A cycling romance
Lament for an Irish boy
A coloured garment

Yesterday
Frere Jacques
Daisy, Daisy
Oh, Danny Boy
Green sleeves/Itsy, Bitsy Yellow Polka Dot Bikini/ For
Ever in Blue Jeans/ Joseph’s Coat (of many colours)
The Skye Boat Song
Penny Lane

1
2
3
4
5

16 Scottish island song
17 A very cheap Liverpool
thoroughfare
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Go stone the time
A colourful underwater dive
Footwear with a purpose
A magical time
A geriatric river
An American waterway
Cleaning the glass
Stay a while
One of Santa Claus’ animals
German girl under a light
Sung on a Russian river
A stage of the year
A thorough hair wash

Rock Around The Clock
Yellow Submarine
These Boots Are Made For Walking
Some Enchanted Evening
Old Man River
Way Down Along The Suwannee River
When I’m Cleaning Windows
Abide With Me
Rudolf The Red Nosed Reindeer
Lillie Marlene
Song of the Volga Boatmen
Summer Time
Gonna Wash That Man Right Outa My Hair

Wish We Were There……..

Locations from left to right:

PUZZLE

Tenby harbour, Edinburgh Castle,

SOLUTIONS

Santorini, Greece, St Michael’s Mount, Cornwall,
The Lake District, Venice, Ynyslas beach, Wales,
Blenheim Palace, Oxfordshire

General Knowledge

What Am I?

1.

The bar of the club house!

1.

Smoke

2.

Lively, fast.

3.

10,000

2.

A secret

4.

Charlie Chaplin

3.

A sponge

5.

Bending spoons

4.

A joke

6.

The Bank of England

7.

9

8.

Fencing

9.

Kentucky Fried Chicken

10.

Moses

11.

Alistair Cooke

12.

Baboon

13.

A German bombing device

14.

Yellow

15.

Florence Nightingale

A Carpet Beater
A Toaster

A Washboard

General Knowledge Quiz
1.

How much does a stitch in time save? - 9

2.

How many pennies are there in an old £1?
240

3.

1. What is always in front of you but can’t be
seen? A Mirror

What nationally was the composer Chopin?
Polish

4.

2. What can you break, even if you never pick it
up or touch it? A Promise

What were commuters encouraged to go to
work on in the 1960s? - an egg

5.

Which English city is fondly known as
‘Brum’? Birmingham

3. I have branches, but no fruit, trunk or leaves.
What am I? A Bank

6.

If you had tinnitus what would you be suffering from? - A ringing in the ear

7.

What is the world’s best selling perfume?
Channel no 5

8.

Scorpions are immune to their own venom
- True or False?

9.

What is the newspaper of the Salvation Army called? - The War Cry

10.

What colour is a Harrods carrier bag? -

Solutions For Issue 6 Puzzles
Riddles

Hellebore or Christmas Rose
Though their common name is the
Lenten or Christmas rose, as they
flower from late winter until spring,
hellebores are not related to roses.
They belong to the buttercup fami-

Green

FROM ALL OF US TO ALL OF YOU, WISHING YOU
PEACE, JOY AND A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS

